














/

~

N

Gideon Alorwoyie and the African Ensemble led the processional that marked the start of UNT’s International Week.

IELI Students Participate in Flag Parade

By Communication 0.1 Class

n Monday, March 30th, the first thing we did in class was a spelling quiz. Then we took a vocabulary test. After that we

did something really fun. We carried flags from all over the world for a parade. We started in our building and outside and
walked into the union and then out of the union. We stopped and then listened to the president of the university, Dr. Bataille. Then
we listed to Dr. Gibbons, Dr. Suleha, and the mayor of Denton. Then we introduced ourselves to the audience and told them which
countries we represented. Afnan carried the flag of Jordan. Min Joo carried Indonesian flag. Hajer carried her country’s flag from
Libya. Saad carried the flag from the UAE, and Hassan carried Oman’s flag. We really had a great time.

Students in Communication 0.1 carry
their country’s flag in the parade.
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Interview: Getting to Know the New IELI Student Counselor

By Mahdi Alhassan (Saudi
Arabia) Communication 3.4

Today I am writing about
a great person whom I met in
IELI. Her name is Meghan
Merchant. She has been work-
ing in IELI for 8 months as the
student counselor. She likes to
meet with international students
because she likes to learn about
many cultures from around the
world. She has been an interna-
tional student before and knows
what it is like.

Meghan graduated from

Baylor University with a bach-
elor’s in international studies
and journalism. In addition, she
has a master’s degree in inter-
national communication from
the University of Leeds in Eng-
land.

She likes to travel a lot. She
has been to more than 18 coun-
tries, and most of them were in
Europe. For now, she is plan-
ning to travel to Asia next. In
her free time, she likes to do
many things, for example,
spending time outdoors, hik-
ing, and playing volleyball. She

likes to go shopping, hang out
with friends, and watch movies.

An amazing thing I know
about her is that in high school
she liked to hear the Backstreet
Boys. Actually, I like them too.
She has been to a Backstreet
Boys concert. She said that she
still likes them, but she doesn’t
want anyone to know about
that.

Meghan also likes to cook
,but not all the time. She likes
to make desserts very much,
and that is really cool. Now I
feel that I’'m hungry. I want to

try Meghan’s desserts.

Her future dream is to travel
around the whole world. Actu-
ally, the real dream for her is to
be happy all the time and have
good friends and a good family.

Mahdi Alhassan and Ayana Ishiguro
interviewing the IELI Student Coun-
selor.
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Alumni Corner

IELI Helps Prepare Students for Future

By Meghan Merchant
IELI Student Counselor

Since 1977, thousands of stu-
dents have graduated from
IELL. Many have entered UNT
or other American universities
to complete bachelor’s, mas-
ters, and doctoral degrees.
Others return to their home
country to finish school or
work. Staff members in IELI
love to hear from former stu-
dents and find out what they
have been doing since leaving
the program. Here are some
stories from three of our former
students.

Mai Kokubo
Japan

When Mai first arrived in the
U.S. from Japan, she says her
English speaking skills were
very limited. “T used my elec-
tronic dictionary all the time,”

she said.
Now  Mai
is complet-
ing her
master’s in
music per-
formance
at UNT
and teach-
ing part-

time music
lessons  at
junior and
senior high
schools in the area.

World renowned euphonium
player and UNT professor, Dr.
Brian Bowman, brought Mai
to the U.S. and UNT. Howev-
er, she spent one year in IELI
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Mai Kokubo

improving her English so she
would be better prepared for
her master’s. She
says she had a great
experience in IELI
and even remembers
asking one of her
teachers for more
homework because
she was so deter-
mined to improve
her English. One of
her favorite memo-

a job as an opera singer in Ger-
many, where he lived for two
years.  Six
years later,
he returned
to Texas
and is now
working as a
teaching aid
for  Irving
ISD  while
working on
his teaching

ries from her time in
IELI was a party at
her teacher Kristen’s
house at the end of
an August mini-term. The party
happened to be on the day of
Mai’s birthday, which was a
special celebration for her.
After completing her master’s
degree in 2010, Mai plans to
return to Japan to teach eupho-
nium at a university. Until then,
she is excited about her new
job as a private lessons teacher,
which she says will
help her improve her
English even more.

Ruben Erazo
Colombia

Before studying in
IELI, Ruben Erazo
classified his English
as “the kind of lan-
guage you speak on
the ‘street’ because
he had picked it up
on his own time through listen-
ing practice. A native of Co-
lombia, Erazo studied for two
terms in IELI before he began
his major in vocal performance
at UNT. He left UNT to accept

Ruben Erazo

certification
in bilingual
education, as

Program (Educational Comput-
ing). He remains involved in
IELI by working as a Computer
Lab Assistant and participating
in UNT-International events,
like International Week.

One of Buncha’s favorite
memories of IELI is when his
teacher Pat took the class out-
side Kendall Hall on a snowy
day. He, along with many of
his classmates, had never seen
or touched snow before. It was
a special experience for them.
Buncha remembers all of his
IELI instructors well and is

thankful for

well as pursuing his
goals in music.
Erazo says the aca-
demic English he
learned in IELI has
been very important
in his life so far. For
him, learning a new
language also helped
him to learn a new
culture and “opened
doors and mental
horizons.”

Buncha Samruayruen
Thailand

Buncha Samruayuen began
taking classes in IELI in Janu-
ary 2007. He had never spoken
English in his daily life in Thai-
land even though he had stud-
ied it in school. After graduat-
ing from IELI in March 2008,
he found part-time employment
at UNT in the Child Develop-
ment Laboratory until he began
his PhD program in Fall 2008.
Buncha is now a full-time doc-
toral student in UNT’s CECS

Buncha Samruayruen

his time in
the program.
“I don’t
think I could
have studied
at UNT or
in the USA
without
studying in
IELI  first.
IELI taught
me not only
how to use
English in
UNT classes and in daily life,
but also how to live in the
USA,” he said.

After completing his PhD,
Buncha plans to return to Thai-
land and accept a position as an
assistant professor at a univer-
sity there.

If you are an IELI graduate, we
would love to hear from you.
Please visit the new UNT-Inter-
national website, http://www.
international.unt.edu, to find
contact information for IELI
instructors and staff.



